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u , learned had been at the expense of those committed t 

and all he had ‘ incommumcable gift. The W 

his charge ,,ho would say. “ I do not think 1 ever taugh 

teacher was ne p ^est to give people reason 

anybody anyth-f^ ihemselves.” The child must be brought 2" 

why they ^houldj Knowledge” 
only be done by appealing to curiosity and observation. The 
and this ca y direct practical utility was 

. , r xaiVin Av^is asked to learn, and tha^, . 


V 


"H'^"'lVo°t'he mind ofTnyone who was asked to learn, and they oug^T;: 
^^Dut before a child as an actual explanation of the life which surrounded 
f ^He entertained somewhat revolutionary views as to the subjects best 
lo teach a child. He thought that beside reading, writing and arithmetic, 
there ought to be no “ subjects” taught at all, except things in general. 
He would not, personally, teach history to a child in the elementary schools 
by beginning with the Witenagemot and going on to the Norman Conquest. 
He should prefer to see the child drawn to an appreciation of constitutional 
history by such a question as this : If your father got drunk, what 

would happen to him ? ” “ He would be taken up.” - By whom ?” “The 

policeman.” It was in this way that children liked to have things 
explained, and it was this form of constitutional history that would appeal 
most to the child, because the child would be glad to learn the necessity 
for the policeman’s interference. Instead of having definite subjects which 
a child had to be taught, like geography, it would be preferable to teach 
him a knowledge of the rising and setting of the sun, of how London 
came to be what it was, a knowledge of the various things he must see 
with his intelligence about his path every day ; to teach him what must be 
the great lesson of his life — constantly to ask questions and to struggle 
constantly to find an answer for the questions he was asking. In main- 
taining a child’s attention, in stimulating his curiosity, and in developing 
his powers of observation, consisted the true meaning of education. But 
the obvious danger to every teacher w'as to appeal to the memory instead 
of to the intelligence of the child. Every true teacher should try to 
prevent a pupil from relying merely upon memory. The test of a teachers 
work was that each child who goes away from his influence should go 
away with a desire to learn for himself ; and there, he was afraid, our 
educational system, as at present organized, almost entirely broke down. 

The opening sentence of the above extract, reminds one of a character 
in Isabel Carnaby, who, having to earn his living, proposes to take up 
teaching. He admits that he knows nothing about it. “Just now iny 
idea of teaching anybody anything is to say it over and over again t 
same words, but louder and louder each time, with the addition of a few 
epithets hurled at the stupidity of the pupil. But I daresay I shall warm 
to the work in time.” 

The Westminster Gazette opened its columns during September to 
correspondence on the “ Feeding of Public Schoolboys” as to which ma y 
ar things were said, and on the advisability or otherwise o ^ , .,jf 
conduct or popularity prizes by the vote of the pupils themselves, w 
the Daily Mail contained letters on “ Corporal Punishment,” m whi 
usua arguments fro and con appeared once more. ^ juNlO*^- 


Edited by Miss Frances Blogp c.,, o t, 

dcogg. Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

^mMteti\T^ntetTsfcon^^^^^^ ^^Ports of all 

of any praspectuse, or other paper, layoff" 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been annma,-i,»a -.u 
Branches in the following places : ^ starting 


Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

Colchester. Hon. Sec., fro tern., Mrs. Powell 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 


, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 


Croydon. Names may be sent fro tern., P. Rands, Esq., Brighty 
Bensham Manor Road. ’ s J'* 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Oxford. 

Truro. ' 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. — Miss C. A. Rooper, Pen Selwood, Gervis Road. 
Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 

Bristol. 

Leaves. — Names may be sent fro tem., Mrs. Fawsett, 83, High Street. 
Dorking. — Names may be fro tem., Mrs. Powell, Oakridge. 

Brussels. — Names may be sent fro *w., Madame de Goeij, 35, 
Rue du Moulin. 

Ipswich. — Mrs. Bond, Derby Lodge. 

Wakefield. — Mrs. Walker, The Elms. 

Windsor. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg, 


BELGRAViA.-November 22 nd, The Hon. and Rev. 
on “The teaching of the Old Testament to Children. ^he Dec^" 
address will be given by Miss Carta Sturge on “4 he Place of 
Education.” Nodces of lectures and classes will be sent out to members. 
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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


8th. 


X. X Awn RaVSWATEK. — franklin 

HYDE A ^ Thursday mornings.-Oct. , 

Porchester lerr , ggjon was given at 122, Gloucester Terraop 

The first fjyjrs. Flockhart), at five o’clock, by Miss A. Evan^ 

kind Pe™>^^ 7 j°i 7 ;-blic lecturer upon History of Art). The lectu!’ 

Strated by'laAttrn slides. The chair was taken by Miss E. L. Fra„kli„ 
and a croaded audience greatly enjoyed Miss Evans very lucid and 

.fLl hints on the methods that should be pursued m developine , 
knowledge and appreciation of art in children, without filling their minds 
with the fashionable cult of the hard and prevalent art jargon. The 
chairman announced that since the programme had been issued Hockey 
had been arranged for children from 10 to 15. Ihe play takes place in 
North Kensington on Wednesdays, at 2.30, and under the superintendence 
of one of Madame Bergman Osterberg’s trained teachers. On wet days 
basket ball will be played at 50, Porchester Terrace, fee per child, from 
October to April, 7s. bd. Children may join from any Branch, and need not 
necessarily be the children of members of the P.N.E.U. The ground is 
easily reached by train (Wormwood Scrubs), or omnibus from Kensington 
and Hampstead, as well as from Westbourne Grove. The next lecture will 
be held on November 21st, at five o’clock, at 20, Stratford Place (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Mudie Cooke), w'hen Dr. Schofield will lecture on 
“The Philosophy of Education.” This lecture is a particularly suitable 
one for members to bring anyone anxious to hear more of the Union with 
a view of joining. The chair w'ill be taken by Mrs. Howard Glover. Tea 
and coffee, 4.30. 

Hampstead. — November nth, “ The Uses and Limits of the Inculcation 
of the Principle of Authority in the Training of Children,” by the Rev. 
E. A. Abbott, D.D., President of the Branch. December 7th, “Horti- 
culture as a Career for Girls,” by Miss Goodrich-Freer, Hon. Secretary 
of the Women’s Branch of the Horticultural College, Sw'anley. A Branch 
of the Natural History Club is in process of formation. Any members 
wishing to join this are requested to communicate with the Hon. Sec. 

St. John’s Wood.— November, H. A. Nesbit, Esq., “ The Interdepen- 
dence of Literature and History.” December. Rev. J. Kirkman, “Courtesies 
of the Street.” January, Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc., “ The End of Education- 
Knowledge or Power.” February, Miss Fanny Johnson, “ How to make 
London interesting to London children.” March, Miss Wells, “Children’s 
Entertainments.” April, Mrs. Clement Parsons, “A child’s introduction 
to Poetry.” May, Dr. Shuttleworth, “ Exceptional Children.” 

Woodford and Wan.stead Branch.— The following arrangements 
are made for autumn :-November, “ Arithmetic with hands and eyes, 
iss Edna Walter. January, a Natural History lecture by Miss 
bimpson. 

Enfield. The following meetings have been arranged for the 

Txf ^ paper will be read by Alex. Devine, Esq. Decembe , 

Miss H. Webb, M.B.,on “ Heredity.” 

Forest HiLL.-The following lectures have been arranged. Nov. i8t^’ 
4-3 p.m., at 2, Honor Oak Park, Mrs. Scharlieb, M.D., o" 
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phy^al Education of children.’’ Dec i6tR a 
Westwood Park, Miss G. M. Johnson oii^“ 


in 

e 


• . „ T u Johnson, on “ 

Education. Jan. 27th, 1899, at 8 n m .f .u ^ Environment i, 
Langley, Esq., on “ Music as a factor in FH. Manor House, George 
March, Discussion Meeting, h has also Hp Miss Mason, 

circle in connection with this Branch. " proposed to start a reading 

Richmond and Kew.— M onday Oct . 

of our Girls,” by Miss Johnson, B A at Future 

(by the kind invitation of the lZIIT Church Road. 

Wee. 6th, at 8 p.m., “ The Danger S Du ' 

by L. T. Thorne, Esq., Ph. D. at thrPr: i f Sunshine, ” 

the Quadrant). Tea and Coffee. The foUoLnTc 7 ^^* (entrance from 
Petersham Road, Richmond, by Miss Dorothy Ba 1 le 7 -lUsd 
sol-fa Singing, 2.30 p.m.; Brush Work, 3 to t 4s^ n m wT’ 

Basket Making, 2 30 to 3.45 p.m. Fees, 10s. bd. per term forS""'?^'’ 
SOUTHPORT.-Programme of lectures from iNLmber i8q8 m 

1899 -i” >ecture on « Mus c Tea^hi^g ’- 

and will be glad to meet teachers again on the following day for fuSr 
discussion. Mrs. Dixon, Hon. Sec., 8, Preston Road, wiU send tickets ^ 
any teachers who may apply for them. December, Mr. Newton Petit 
L.D.S., on “Children’s Feeth.” February, 1899, Mrs. Mills Harper, on 
Speech. March, Rev. John Williams, on “ Shakespeare on Children 
and Childhood. Notices with dates of all meetings are sent to members 
and they are invited to bring friends. 

Hastings and St. Leonards.— The November address will be given 
by Mrs. Harkness, on “The responsibility of children to each otLr.” 
Addresses have also been promised by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, 
on “Religious Training”; by the Rev. H. Wesley Dennis, M.A., on 
“ Parent and Child — Home Life and Influence” ; by Mrs. Spencer Curwen, 
on “ Music Teaching ” ; and Miss Frances Low, on “ How to make the 
National Gallery a pleasurable place to children.” 

Derhy. — A very successful meeting of the Derby Branch of the 
P.N.E.U. was held on October ist, under the presidency of His Honour 
Judge Smyly, Q.C. An address, given by Lady Laura Ridding, on 
“God’s Gifts,” was listened to with deep attention. By the “gifts” 
the speaker meant “our children,” and her subject was really the duty 
incumbent on parents of giving attention to the spiritual, as well as the 
bodily and mental education of their children. Opening by reading 
the poem of Adelaide Procter’s, “God’s Gifts” (which gave the title 
to the paper)— which pictures the two extremes in the method of dealing 
with the smiling babe that invites the mothers care, viz., the method 
nf simple neglect in spiritual matters, and that of affectionate care, 
and works out in imagination the issues of each method-the speaker 
pointed out that in some of the middle classes, less care was expended in 
•■eligious training of children than in the lower classes. She proceeded 
fn refer to a paper of Canon Gore’s on the training m nature knowledge, 
*n mental culture, and in the spiritual idea, and finished by quoting a 
beautiful prayer for the children of the family, written by Lord Selborne s 
father. Mrs. Meynell followed Lady Laura, and in lucidly expressed 
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t nn a line which to some extent was the complement of ,u 
language took P .. ,„„ch of God to them, as of them t 

previous as the leading thought. hrequent intercesJ 

God” might fhe children, consistency of conduct in the every 

prayeron beha f of and the need of absolute confil^' 

HI eL'pa'ent and child, were the principal points urged, together 
the «.d ofnot flinching from urging rennnctatmn and self-conttol. 

were welcomed with quiet and not the less deeply felt interest 
fh mom so perhaps, as the purely religious character of both was somewhai 
Heside the ordinary topics of P,N,E,U, n;«tings Judge Smyly. 
hS pot himself to some inconvenience to attend the meenng, made son,, 
remarks explanatory of the object of the Union, which he considered to 
be mainly the awakening of parents to the importance of the formation in 
their children of “character,” or “the personal life.” He pointed out 
also that the presence of both parents is specially invited to the meetings, 
and concluded by describing the nature of the work carried on at the 
Ambleside House. Some 8o persons were present, and a few new 
members were enrolled. 

Farnworth.— The first meeting of this Branch was held in the 
Memorial Hall on Monday, October loth, when Miss Roberts was the 
hostess. Miss Simpson, of Leeds, gave the members a paper on “ Nature,” 
and it was decided to try and form a Natural History Club for the 
children. Miss Roberts kindly consented to give the first lecture some 
time near the end of November. There was a good attendance, and four 
new members joined at the end of the meeting. 

Bolton. — The first meeting was held at the Baths Assembly Rooms on 
Tuesday, October nth, when Miss Simpson, of Leeds, gave a lecture to 
children on “ Pond Life.” It was decided to try and form a Natural 
History Club in connection with the branch. At the end of the meeting 
four new members joined. 

Reading History Club). — On October ist, the final excursion 

of the summer season took place. Fifty members started at 2.15 from 
Reading, arriving about 3.0 in Goring. They w'alked to Mr. Burbage s 
farm and were shewn all over the buildings, and much enjoyed looking at 
the animals, especially the little terrier pups. Mr. Colebrook had kindly 
obtained leave for the visit. By 4.30 the parly returned along the liver 
bank to Goring and had tea. During the remaining half-hour, Miss Hart 
Davis (in the absence of Dr. Esther Colebrook) gave a short talk to the 
children on the structure and habits of the fowl and the duck. Specimens 
were shewn to illustrate the muscles, feathers, beak, feet, etc. f ® 
Committee have decided to issue a quarterly magazine, price ■> 
beginning in January, 1899. It will contain notes' on birds, flowers, etc., 
articles on plant life, on structure and habits of wild and domestic 
on clouds and stars, geological studies, etc. For particulars app y 
Mrs. Hayward, Hazelwood, Kendrick Road, Reading. 
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PLATO’S IDEAL OF EDUCATION. 

By W. de Burgh. 

there are two kinds of educational ideals which we may 
distinguish as the practical and the theoretical. The nraT 
tical Ideal is concerned with the actual needs of special 
communities ; we associate it with Acts of Parliament 
and political programmes. The theoretical ideal is more 
remote from the immediate concerns of mankind : though 
in the long run it is the theoretical ideal that determines the 
trend of practical reform, for the moment it is rather the 
expression of the wide vision of philosophers or poets, busied, 
not with the difficulties that front them in the world, but 
with ideal aims that ultimately, they hope, will be attained. 
Such an ideal was that of Plato. Though materially affected 
in spirit and in detail by the actual condition of the Greek 
world amidst which he lived, his views are, in the ordinary 
sense of the word, unpractical and visionary. His ideal had 
but slight effect upon the course of human progress ; none 
the less it presents one of the noblest conceptions of the 
training for an ideal citizenship in the whole history of 

Kiankind. 

It is described in the greatest of Plato’s dialogues, the 
Rspubltc, The primary purpose of the Republic is the 
search for justice, or in other words, the enquiry into what 
S^oodness is and why men should be good rather than evil, 
^he dialogue, however, has a second purpose closely bound 

with the former, the consideration of an ideal state. It is 
thus partly an ethical and partly a political enquiry, for to 
VOL. ix.-No. 12. “ 


